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A. Project Title
Predictors of early onset of sexual intercourse in male and female residents of the United
States.

B. Purpose
To determine factors associated with early onset of sexual intercourse among 15-44 year old
male and female residents of the United States (US).

C. Specific Objectives
1) To determine the average age of first sexual intercourse among U.S. males and
females, aged 15-44 years.
2) To examine the relationship between early onset of sexual intercourse and sociodemographic factors, first sexual partner, wantedness of first sex, parental
communication, and formal sex education.
3) To assess differences in predictor variables between males and females in the U.S.

D. Description of Methods:
D. 1. Identify source of data
Data from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG), Cycle 6 , on male and female
respondents, will be utilized for this study. Cycle 6 of the NSFG is the first cycle in which
data was collected from male respondents.

D.2State the type of design
The NSFG is a cross-sectional computer assisted in-person interview'survey. The first
section of the interview is conducted by an interviewer aslung questions of the respondent
and entering responses into a laptop computer. A second section of the interview was
conducted using Audio Computer Assisted Self-Interviewing (ACASI) in which the
respondent either hears the questions through headphones or reads the questions off a laptop

